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President’s Message
Jeff Martin, LNA President
Several months ago, my message in the newsletter
called on our City leaders to clear Laurelhurst Park of
its illegal campers and keep it cleared. That message
drew a mixed response (I’m being kind here) from the
community. The park was cleared not long thereafter
and, despite openings (so I read) at nearby shelters,
my understanding is that the campers shifted to Sunnyside Elementary School. In a nutshell, the problems
shifted from the park to the school. The campers are
now shifting back to Laurelhurst Park.
From a personal perspective, I continue to strongly believe that allowing or supporting a homeless camp in
and around Laurelhurst Park (or our schools or other
parks in our community) is not a viable solution – even
as a stop-gap measure. In this regard, I encourage my
fellow neighbors to write to Mayor Wheeler and Portland City Council, before the March 17th hearing on
Shelter to Housing Continuum zoning changes, in opposition to any code changes that would allow homeless shelters in our parks, except for an emergency due
to a catastrophic natural disaster.
But what is the solution? Last week the president of
the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association reached out
to me and we met with a few neighbors from our respective associations to discuss the causes and effects

LNA 2021 Meetings
Meetings start at 7:00 pm

Members & Board: by Zoom
• Mar 9, May 11
Board: by Zoom
• Apr 13
See LNA website for Zoom link

Open public meetings, ADA accessible
All neighborhood residents are members

of camping in and around our respective neighborhoods. The question was posed to me as to what the
LNA is doing to solve chronic homelessness. I didn’t
and still don’t have an answer.
The question is one that isn’t going to go away anytime
soon and is one we shouldn’t ignore. I plan to continue
a dialogue on this with my fellow neighbors and our
fellow neighborhood associations. An agenda item for
our next LNA membership meeting will include a discussion of whether the LNA should support an alternative shelter proposal in or near Laurelhurst in response
to the recent request for proposals made by the Joint
Office on Homeless Services.

Editor’s Message
John Liu, Newsletter Editor
In the last issue, I hinted that spring was just around
the corner. A month later, the neighborhood was covered in ice, large trees were falling, and most of us were
sitting in the dark wondering where the electricity and
Internet went?
Your editor, who lost power and connectivity both at
home and in his office building, spent the week holed
up with his family and temporary office in a boxcar
named Arthur, at the Tiny Digs Hotel on Glisan. I can
vouch for the coziness and WiFi in the tiny houses, and
recommend Arthur and his fellow digs for your next
power outage or out-of-town guest.
Shortly after the large tree blocking my street was removed, I received our Friends of Trees articles (page
14) seeking a new FoT coordinator for Laurelhurst. I
hope a neighborhood tree-lover will step forward to
take on this important work. Our urban forest relies
on us to plant new trees for future generations, and to
Continued on page 2
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Editor, cont from pg 1
replace our lost trees.

Getting the tree removed was surprisingly confusing; it took many days and dozens of calls. That is
Website: www.laurelhurstpdx.org
nothing compared to the frustrations of our senior
Facebook: www.facebook.com/LaurelhurstPDX
neighbors trying to schedule Covid vaccine appointEmail: laurelhurstboard@gmail.com
ments. Whatever you call Oregon’s “system” for
vaccinating seniors, you can’t call it good.
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LNA Board Officers
President - Jeff Martin laurelhurst.president@gmail.com
Vice President - Kalyn Cohen laurelhurst.vicepres@gmail.com
Secretary - Jim Edelson laurelhurstboard@gmail.com
Treasurer - Fred Cooper laurelhurst.treasurer@gmail.com
SEUL Rep - John Liu laurelhurst.seulrep@gmail.com
NE Quad Rep - John Deodato laurelhurst.nequadrep@gmail.com
NW Quad Rep - Barry Kast kastb@peak.org
SE Quad Rep - Janet McManus laurelhurst.sequadrep@gmail.com
SW Quad Rep - Quincy Brown laurelhurst.swquadrep@gmail.com
At Large Rep - Tom Johnson laurelhurst.atlargerep@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor - John Liu laurelhurstnewsletter@gmail.com
Past President - Scott Pratt lnasopratt@gmail.com
***

LNA Committees And Coordinators
Arches - Chris Wilson christopherwilson@hotmail.com
Cleanup - Harry & Shar Flores-Ainsworth hainsworth03@yahoo.com
Coe Circle - Linda Kerekes 503-230-0896
Laurelhurst Park - Peggy Glascock peggy.glascock53@gmail.com
Garage Sale - Jennifer Moffatt jmolley@msn.com
Historic District - John Liu lnahistoric@gmail.com
Historic Education - Kalyn Cohen publickcclaurelhurst@gmail.com
Kids Club - vacant
Land Use - Peter Meijer 503-517-0283 & Amy Smith 503-265-1515
NET - Dan Stefanisko & Paul Litwinczuk laurelhurstnetteamleader@
gmail.com
Newsletter Ads - Seyon Belai ads.laurelhurst@gmail.com
Safety - TJ Browning browningtj@msn.com
Traffic Working Group - Bill Hamilton bahwbh@comcast.net
Trees - Martha Irvine laurelhursttreeteam@gmail.com
Web & Media - Becca Smith-Morgan, Jennifer Moffatt, John Liu

Agenda for March 9
LNA Meeting

7:00pm by Zoom webconference (link on website)
Announcements
Treasurer/Committee Reports
Safety Committee
Board Meeting following (open to all)

2

Laurelhurst Neighbor 2 Neighbor is stepping up to
help our seniors get vaccination appointments; see
facing page. LN2N is abreast of the changes to Oregon’s process (see page 6) and is ready to help you.
We have two articles on proposed legislation that
will affect Laurelhurst. The re-zoning bills (page
5) are pretty straightforward: if they pass, the north
part of our neighborhood will be rezoned to 3-5
story or higher apartment buildings with no parking, and lots in our neighborhood and elsewhere
will be allowed to be “split” into micro-lots of under
1,000 sq ft. The Shelter To Housing Continuum (page 4) is more confusing, even for one who’s
read all three volumes of proposed code changes.
Still, you don’t have to be an expert on these issues
to tell your elected officials what your priorities are;
if you don’t tell them, they won’t know.
I received a request to maintain an online list of
open volunteer positions. While I haven’t been able
to do that yet, we have several calls for volunteers in
this issue (pages 6, 10, 11, and 14). Spring is coming
- I’m going to keep saying that until I’m right - and
what better way to celebrate than getting out and
making a difference in your neighborhood?
Finally, LNA Board elections are in May (see page
7). Would you like to run for the board? We have a
busy and rewarding year ahead!
Page 1 - President’s Message, Editor’s Message
Page 3 - LN2N Vaccination Information
Page 4 - Shelter to Housing Continuum
Page 5 - Compulsory Rezoning Proposals
Page 6 - New Vaccine Process, Beautification Team
Page 7 - LNA Elections
Page 8 - Treasurer’s Report
Page 10 - Spring Cleanup - Maybe
Page 11 - Coe Circle Update
Page 12 - Garage Sale - Maybe
Page 14 - Friends of Trees
Page 15 - BottleDrop
Page 16 - Secretary’s Report
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City Code Changes For Homeless Camps
Shelter to Housing Continuum (S2HC) Coming Before City Council
By TJ Browning, Safety Chair
The zoning code changes called “Shelter to Housing Continuum” (S2HC) is coming to a City Council vote
soon, after a contentious debate at the Planning and Sustainability Commission (PSC).
This project will affect Laurelhurst. Here are some examples:
1. The proposed code will make it easier to site homeless shelters and outdoor camps without any public input.
2. Outdoor Shelters (formerly camps) will be exempt from Pedestrian Circulation Standards, and may block
sidewalks and obstruct streets with day storage lockers, bathroom, and showers.
3. The code will allow occupancy of a recreational vehicle or a tiny house on wheels on any residential property.
4. Much time was spent at the PSC discussing camps in Open Space zones and natural resource overlay zones
(e.g., environmental, greenway, scenic, floodway). It was decided to continue the present prohibition on permanent shelters in Open Space zones, as well as in the environmental and scenic overlay zones and in the floodway.
Ed: The city also states “The proposal would also allow the temporary siting of shelters in parks . . . for no more
than 180 day. [sic]”
5. Regardless of the above, Council would retain the authority to site temporary shelters in any location during a
declared emergency (Portland has been in a declared housing emergency for years).
The S2HC Draft is posted here: portland.gov/bps/s2hc and portland.gov/bps/s2hc/about-shelter-housingcontinuum-project. S2HC will be considered at a public City Council hearing on March 17 at 2 p.m.
Send emails, call, or write all City Council members immediately if you have concerns. You can find their emails
and phone numbers at the LNA website laurelhurstpdx.org/livinginlaurelhurst under “Responsible Government Officials.”
Consider testifying in writing. Submitting written testimony online is as easy as sending an email. Visit the Map
App portlandmaps.com/bps/mapapp/, scroll down to the Shelter to Housing Continuum, and then click “Testify.” Written testimony will be accepted until 2 p.m. on March 17.
You can also testify during the public hearing using a computer, mobile device, or telephone. You must preregister to testify. The deadline to sign up for the March 17 Council hearing is March 16 at 4 p.m., and you sign
up online at portland.gov/bps/s2hc/events/2021/3/17/city-council-hearing.
Pallet shelter, as used in Portland’s
“C3PO” sanctioned camps

Illegal camping on SE Oak St and in Laurelhurst Park annex
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Compulsory Re-zoning Bills
by John Liu, Newsletter Editor
Regular readers know that in recent years this newsletter has had a lot of articles about re-zoning bills. That is
because there has been a lot of re-zoning of Portland for higher-density re-development. We’ve had the state’s
HB2001 and the city’s “Residential Infill Project” (re-zoned almost all single-family neighborhoods, including
Laurelhurst, for up to six-plex), the city’s “Better Housing By Design” (re-zoned almost all multi-family areas,
including Laurelhurst north of Sandy, for high-density, no-parking redevelopment), and more.
In 2021, a bill backed by our state senator Michael Dembrow and 1000 Friends of Oregon will, if passed, rezone
the north part of Laurelhurst for even higher density. HB 2558 will compel cities to allow 3 to 5 story (or
taller) buildings with 45 units/acre density (about 9 units per typical 5000 sf lot), and no parking,
anywhere within 1/8 mile (660 ft, or about 3 blocks) of any light rail stop, streetcar stop, or bus
rapid transit stop, current or future. In Portland, this will rezone 6-block-diameter circles all over North,
NE, SE and East Portland: wherever a MAX or Streetcar stop is now or in the future. In the near future it will
rezone a 6-block-wide swath along SE Division, due to the coming Bus Rapid Transit line. Other BRT lines will
similarly result in automatic rezoning along their route. If the SW Corridor Light Rail project is built, the effects
will extend to SW Portland. No local discretion or public input is allowed. There is no consideration for historic
districts or landmarks. The picture below shows the approximate part of Laurelhurst that will be affected: parts
of NE Senate, Wasco, Hassalo, and Multnomah.
Other bills allow lot-splitting. HB
2283 will force cities to allow lots
to be subdivided into as many small
lots as there are units permitted.
This applies where “middle housing” (duplexes, quadplexes, sixplexes, etc) is allowed, which is almost all single-family-house zones
under 2019’s HB2001. In Portland,
up to six units are now permitted on almost every residential lot
(Residential Infill Project), so every
residential lot could be split into up
to six tiny lots, potentially as small
as 833 sf (splitting a 5000 sf lot) or
416 sq ft (splitting a 2500 sf lot). No
local input invited – this will be a
mandate from Salem. SB 458 is
the same from the Senate.
HB 2565, a variant on the above, will compel cities to allow every residential lot to be subdivided into two lots.
This implies the new standard minimum lot size in Portland will be 1,250 sf.
HB 2488 requires the state Land Conservation and Development Commission to change statewide planning
goals to support climate-change adaptation and environmental justice, with only a single public hearing. This
may short-circuit meaningful public input when Oregon’s fundamental planning goals are changed.
To see these bills and their sponsors and status, go to olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1# and enter the bill
number. To make your views known, email or call your state senator or representative and talk to your neighbors.
These bills will make your views, your neighbors’ views, even your city’s views, permanently irrelevant; so, as the
saying goes, “speak now, or forever hold your peace.”
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New State Vaccine Process
Reprinted and condensed from Oregon Health Authority announcement
The Oregon Health Authority and the All4Oregon health system partners changed the process for appointments
via the Vaccine Information Tool (chatbot), starting Monday, March 1, 2021.
- As of March 1, adults 65 and older will be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine. But they, and most people who are
eligible for vaccines in Phase 1A in Portland, will no longer use the chatbot to schedule appointments.
- People with mobility issues will continue to be able to access appointments at the Portland Airport through the
chatbot. Educators also can continue to use the Vaccine Information Tool.
- The change does not impact people who have already scheduled vaccine appointments at the Oregon Convention Center, the Portland Airport, or the Legacy Woodburn Health Center.
All Oregonians, including adults age 65 and over, can sign up to be notified about vaccinations when they are
eligible at the Get Vaccinated Oregon sign-up tool at covidvaccine.oregon.gov.
- The new appointment scheduling process for eligible older adults who live in Clackamas, Columbia, Multnomah, or Washington counties will be based on names being pulled from the Get Vaccinated Oregon tool.
- On a weekly basis, OHA will electronically scramble the names of all eligible older adults in the metro area.
OHA will send a list of names to All4Oregon that matches the number of available vaccination appointments.
- All4Oregon will contact individuals to schedule their appointment.
- Due to limited supply, not everyone who is eligible will be included on the weekly list. All eligible groups who
want a vaccine will get a vaccine over the coming months.
All4Oregon is the joint effort of Kaiser Permanente, Legacy Health, OHSU, and Providence to collaborate in operating the mass vaccination clinic at the Oregon Convention Center. As more vaccines become available, vaccine
distribution sites will expand to retail pharmacies, outpatient clinics, and other sites. The additional vaccines
and sites will help address the challenges people are experiencing as high demand exceeds the limited supply.
Older adults and anyone who needs help better understanding the scheduling options are encouraged to call 211.
Ed: The OHA press release dated March 1 has been slightly condensed to fit. See page 3 for neighborhood help.

Laurelhurst
Beautification Team
by James Tunley
Vandalism and graffiti continue to be a problem in neighborhoods throughout Portland - including Laurelhurst. Recently
neighbors and community members have come together to
form a Beautification Team.
The group’s objective is to contribute to the livability of our
neighborhood by removing graffiti, including from the arches,
parks, and street signs, and organizing various trash pick-ups in
the neighborhood. The team will be trained and equipped with
supplies to be dispatched throughout the neighborhood.
Through this initiative we hope to enhance the beauty of our
neighborhood and contribute to the broader City of Portland’s
beautification.
Example of graffiti in Laurelhurst
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To join the team, contact james.tunley@gmail.com.

LNA Elections in May
by John Liu, Newsletter Editor
Each May, we elect a new LNA board. Traditionally, voting has been in-person, by paper ballot at the May General meeting. In 2020, due to Covid, we voted online and by paper ballot. We will most likely offer both
voting options again this May 11th.
LNA board positions are listed on page 2. Any LNA member may run for any board position, except the
Newsletter Editor, who is appointed by the board. Board members represent and serve the Laurelhurst neighborhood on issues impacting the neighborhood. Each member accepts certain functional responsibilities per the
position taken, attends 12 Board and General meetings per year, and often joins or leads LNA committees. To
learn more, contact laurelhurstnewsletter@gmail.com.
Details of the voting process will be in the May newsletter issue. You can refer to page 7 of the May 2020 newsletter, as the 2021 process will be similar. That issue is online at laurelhurstpdx.org/news.
At present, the following incumbent Board members have indicated they will not run for re-election to their current position, although some may run for other positions: President; Vice-President; NW, SE quad reps. Our SW
quad rep and SEUL rep are currently filled on an acting/interim basis. In addition, the Newsletter Editor plans
to step down.
Again, every position is up for election regardless of whether the incumbent plans to run. Candidates, send your
300-word candidate statement to laurelhurstnewsletter@gmail.com by April 17 to be published in the May issue. Statements may be edited to meet space constraints.
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Please Support Our Advertisers
Each issue of this newsletter costs the LNA about $1,000. This cost is primarily offset by our advertisers, all local companies, often your neighbors. If you are looking for an interior designer, painting or remodeling, house
cleaning or a new mattress, seismic upgrades or realtor services, a great meal or spring plants, please patronize
our advertisers and let them know you saw their ad here. If you are interested in advertising, please contact ads.
laurelhurst@gmail.com or laurelhurstnewsletter@gmail.com.
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Laurelhurst Neighborhood Cleanup - Call for Volunteers
by John Liu, Newsletter Editor
Every year, the LNA holds a Neighborhood Cleanup, where neighbors can bring unwanted household items for
disposal. What can be repurposed or donated is, and other items are taken to recyclers or waste disposal. For
many years, this community service has been organized by Harry and Shar Ainsworth. Last year, due to Covid,
we didn’t have a Cleanup.
This year, the city has ceased helping neighborhoods with the cost of these events. Nevertheless, we’d still like to
hold a Cleanup in 2021, when Covid precautions permit and volunteers feel comfortable.
To hold this event, we need 15 to 20 volunteers for most of the day. You’ll direct traffic,
welcome neighbors, lift items into dumpsters,
accept payment and donations to the LNA,
and generally make it all happen. The event
takes place outdoors on a weekend day, rain
or shine. Covid precautions will be in effect.
To volunteer, email laurelhurstnewsletter@
gmail.com and the organizers will contact
you. We can’t have a 2021 Cleanup unless
enough of us step up, so please consider helping out.
1924 Sanborn Map index for Laurelhurst

10

Coe Circle News
by Linda Kerekes, Coe Circle Coordinator
Spring is coming and we are planning! We will start our work parties on the first
Saturday in April, at 9am, weather permitting - we are rather fair weather gardeners.
We will be weeding, cleaning up, and clipping, and would love volunteers to join us.
This year we are working to get the flowering cherry tree pruned back for a better
view of the statue. We will be cutting back the rhododendrons to shrub height instead of tree height. We are also planning a new colorful border around the flower
bed that will be planted in May.
We would like to thank the companies who donated their time and money to help us
as community service. They are wonderful; we hope you call them for your needs.
Three Mountains Plumbing. Dug water line for hose bib and drip system for free.
Crystal Green Landscaping. Donates organic weed control each year for free.
Gonzalo Zamora Landscaping. Mows our lawn once a month in growing season.
Portland Nursery. Provides plants and garden supplies at discount.
Davey Tree. Will be pruning the cherry tree for free.
If you would like to be on our email list and/or volunteer, you can email me at 1defrance@comcast.net.
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Event Calendar
The event calendar in this issue is
still skimpy.
While the pandemic has cancelled
many in-person events, we’re
happy to list virtual neighborhood
events. To list your event, email
laurelhurstnewsletter@gmail.
com.
LNA and Neighborhood
Mar 9, May 11 - LNA General
meetings (Zoom). May 11 is LNA
Election.
Apr 13, June 8 - LNA Board
meetings (Zoom)
www.laurelhurstpdx.org/events
To list an event, contact:
laurelhurstnewsletter@gmail.
com.

Century Plaques

Century Plaques can now be ordered for houses built as early as
1911 and as late as 1922.
These heavy, cast-bronze plaques
bear the year your house was built,
and are suitable for mounting on
siding, stairs, doorways, or other
locations.
Order at www.laurelhurstpdx.
org/century-home-plaques. Installation instructions are available there.
If you need help confirming the
correct date for your house, contact
lnacenturyplaque@gmail.
com.
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Save the Date: Saturday June 26
Possible Neighborhood Garage Sale
by Jennifer Moffat, Garage Sale Coordinator
Contingent on the state of the pandemic and rules from the Oregon Health
Authority and Multnomah County (a.k.a. “If all goes well”), we will host our
annual garage sale on Saturday, June 26. Health and safety rules and state
guidelines will apply. Look for more information soon.
Contact Jennifer Moffatt with thoughts, suggestions, or questions. LNAgaragesale@gmail.com or text 503-709-9406.
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Planting Trees in the
Time of COVID
Martha Irvine, Neighborhood Coordinator
The first week of February, Friends of Trees staff and seasoned volunteers planted 25 trees in Laurelhurst. Thank
you to all who ordered trees during this unusual planting
season.

#34948

Typically, we gather together to head out in crews to
plant trees and then enjoy a hearty potluck meal afterwards. This year holes were dug, trees dropped off, and
then Friends of Trees staff and experienced crew leaders
planted our trees throughout the first week of February.
I definitely missed the regular gig but am delighted that
we planted 25 more trees in Laurelhurst and a total of
84 trees throughout the four neighborhoods that work
together on this planting.
Bravo Laurelhurst!

Friends of Trees Neighborhood Coordinator Needed
Martha Irvine, Neighborhood Coordinator
After helping to organize nine tree plantings as the Laurelhurst Neighborhood Coordinator (NC) for Friends of
Trees (FoT), I am ready to pass the torch. Consider this a
“want ad” for a new NC.
This is an ideal volunteer opportunity for anyone who
loves trees and wishes to keep our neighborhood fully
treed.
Laurelhurst’s annual planting is organized in conjunction with the Kerns, Sunnyside, and North Tabor neighborhoods. It typically takes place in late January or early
February.
Planning begins in late October/early November. This involves a handful of on-point meetings with the team.
The most important role of the NC is to help on planting day from about 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. This could include
helping to set up the coffee machines, signing in volunteers, answering questions about the event, and filling in
the gaps. Other responsibilities include communicating with “treecipients” prior to the planting, and some data
entry. All tasks are performed with the support of the Friends of Trees staff.
It is a most-satisfying volunteer position. At the end of planting day, you’ve helped put up to 100 trees in the
ground. What’s better than that? If you are interested in learning more about helping organize next year’s planting, please contact me (Martha) at Laurelhurst@plantitportland.org.
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BottleDrop Update
Since the December Newsletter message, BottleDrop recycling has experienced a steady increase of users in Laurelhurst, roughly three each week. This LNA Fundraiser is now generating about $100 per week. Until the end
of December those dollars were dedicated solely to the Arches restoration fund. That decision in early 2019 has
now expired. I have been receiving messages from some of you using BottleDrop who would like at least a portion
of the funds raised be dedicated to community services for poor and homeless people. I have communicated this
issue to the Board. If you have strong feelings about this, one way or another, I would appreciate hearing from
you at either kastb@peak.org or LNABDrop@gmail.com.
And now a hot tip: New Seasons at Grant Park has opened an express bag-drop site just outside the underground
parking area. It is always clean, uncrowded and well organized. Next time you have difficulty at Fred Meyer,
check out the New Seasons drop. You won’t regret it!
Barry Kast, Coordinator
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From the Secretary’s Desk

4. Discussed proposed Bylaws revisions; did not complete vote to refer to General meeting.

LNA meetings are public and ADA accessible. All
Laurelhurst residents, businesses and organizations invited. Minutes at laurelhurstpdx.org.

See you in
May

Key Items from Jan 12 General meeting
1. Reports on city response to camping in Laurelhurst
Park, disbanding of police Traffic Division, and work
on the newly acquired Laurelhurst Club property.
2. Tri-Met and developer presented on the 13-story affordable housing project at Hollywood Transit Center.
Key Items from Jan 12 Board meeting
1. Appointed a workgroup on revisions to Bylaws.
2. Approved long-term lease of post-office box.
3. Discussed inviting City Commissioners to a future
meeting, letter concerning the police Traffic Division.
Key Items from Feb 7 Board meeting
1. Reports on Laurelhurst Club: work, credit line, and
manager search. Property Committee to be interim
manager and spend up to $40,000 on improvements.
2. Cascadia Action presented on diesel pollution in
Portland and asked for LNA liaison.
3. Bottle Drop proceeds now directed to General Fund;
discussed how funds can be directed to aid houseless.

Expires 5/31/2021

Sound the flute!
Now it’s mute!
Bird’s delight,
Day and night,
Nightingale,
In the dale,
Lark in sky,—
Merrily,
Merrily merrily, to welcome in the year…
			- William Blake

Expires 5/31/2021
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